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ABSTRACT 

Chicanos in this country have been in a constant 
state of struqqle for economic and cultural survival; yet the 
Chicano's family has remained the most important part of his culture, 
Chicano values^ customs^ life styles, and lanquaqe are still very 
much a part of his family. This publication discusses the Chicano's 
family, coverinq; (1) la familia and the role it plays in the Chicano 
movement today; (2) the emerqinq identity of La Raza today; (3) the 
future of La Raza amid a chanqinq Anqlo-dominated society; (4) 
concepts of Chicanismo, carnalismo , and compadrazqo; (5) 
Anqlo/Chicano contrasts of familia values, perspectives of 
life/death, and the land; and (6) implications of future shock on La 
Raza. (NQ) 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Chicano in this country has been in a constant 
state of struggle for economic and cultural survival. for 
him there has not been the luxury of choosing between 
idiologies^ ph'ilosophies^ poster heros> fads or movements • 
The luxury of any choice seemingly was not intended for 
ChicanoSi For the Chicano, the only things which were real 
and that mattered was coping with hunger and indignation in 
HIS fight to exist. 

Today the climate has changed somewhat. Hunger and 
indignation are still very real to him but a movement fed by 
the climate of the times is beginning to ripen and the fruits 
of the movement are taking color. 

Throughout Aztlan (a spiritual bronze nation in this 
country) the dimensions of this movement are encompassing 
social, cultural, economic, political, psychological, and 
educational arenas. 

La Raza Unida Party (RUP) is currently the strongest 



moving political force, gaining victories and control in south 
Texas barrios and communities and is now spreading into Califas^ 
Arizona, Nuevo Mexico, and Colorado. It is important enough 
so that people are saying thaj "rup" could elect the next 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. ThE POLITICALLY ORGANIZED 

Chicano can be the swing vote. Whatever the outcome, "RUP" 

will play an important role in this presidential election year, 

Empowerment of Chicanos is the goal--political power for the 
PURPOSE of self determination. And, "RUP" will be around for 

A long while to serve that ENDt 

The economic movement is demonstrated at its best in the 
farmworkers' movement headed by Ceasar Chavez, There must be 
economic power to break the bonds of servitude to a white 
controlled capitolistic economic system. The leadership of 
Chavez has demolished the mythg that poor people cannot be 

ORGANIZED. ThE POOR HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR CAPACITY TO 
SURVIVE, ENDURE, AND TRIUMPH ONCE AGAIN. WhERE MORE THAN HALF 
OF OUR PEOPLE ARE FOUND TO BE BELOW POVERTY GUIDELINES, THE 
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MOVEMENT OF THE FARMWORKERS IS UPHEAVING AGRICULTURE BUSINESS 
DOMINATION OF ChICANO LIVES. INDEPENDENCE IS A GROWING LIGHT 
GETTING BRIGHTER FOR ChICANOS. 

In the area of Education, a new breed is emerging from 

THE LAND. ThIS BREED IS REJECTING A STALE AND AnGLO-OR I ENTED 
school system which has ATTEMPTED TO WHITEWASH ChICANOS' MINDS 
AND HAVE THE "RaZA" PAY HOMAGE TO THE WhITE MANIFEST DESTINY 

mentality fed by materialism. 

Tlatelolco in Denver, Universidad de Aztlan in Fresno^ 
Jacinto Trevino in Mercedes, Joaquin Murrieta in Michigan, 

are examples of the new schools which are SPRINGING UP. ThE 
PURPOSE; To EQUIP ChICANOS WITH SKILLS TO NEGOTIATE A GrINGO 
5^YSTEM AND MAINTAIN THEIR ChICANO IDENTITY— AN EDUCATION OF 
ChICANOS who in turn educate their own PEOPLE. 

The MOVEMENT EXISTS AS IT DOES BECAUSE OF NEED. It IS 
BEING PROPELLED THROUGH THE FORCE OF FRUSTRATION AND DETER- 
MINATION WITH VALUES OF NATIONALISTIC CARNALISMO AND A CONCEPT 
OF BUILDING THAT BRONZE NATION OF AZTLAN . 



Before too long, however, we must face fundamental 

QUESTIONS OF DEFINITION, ThE FORCE OF THE FRUSTRATION AND 
DETERMINATION WHICH EXIST TODAY CARRYING MANY ASPECTS OF THE 
MOVEMENT—WILL BECOME REPLACED WITH QUESTIONS OF; WhAT NEXT? 

What elements will replace and sustain the movement when the 
heat of the wars subside? how practical is the continued 
adherence to nationalism? more crucial, what do we mean then 
by carnalismo--that unspoken bond which will become abused in 

THE WAVE OF THF MOVEMENT? (In FACT, EVEN NOW, THERE IS AN 
AWFUL LOT OF CRAP THAT GOES ON IN THE NAME OF "La RaZA" AND 

"El Movimiento/'') 

Capitalism: In what modification? Aztlan: A state of 
MIND? Or; a nation with boundaries? Aculturation or 

BICULTURATION ; WhAT CULTURAL ELEMENTS WILL BE RETAINED? 

Unless we consciously prepare to build for the near future^ 
the movement today which is not solidified on a clear concept 

SUFFERS THE INHERENT POSSIBILITY THAT THE OPPRESSED ChICANO 
WILL EMERGE TO DEVELOP THE SAME FEATURES AND CHARACTERISTICS 
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OF THE OPPRESSOR- -the: GrINGO. WhAT THEN IS TO BE THE BASIS 
AND GUIDING FORCE TOVs'ARD ESTABLISHING THE ChICANO IN A RIGHT- 
FULL PLACE IN THE SGCIETV IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES? WhAT 

then, will be the basis for the political movement which will 
keep us from/ in turn, oppressing other people as we have been 
oppressed or forgotten bv the current "democratic"'' process? 
Will the economic movement be designed to take a piece of the 
existing economic pie 30 that the "flovimiento" becomes basically 
A "MoviDA?" And what will we learn and teach differently in a 

ChICANO SCHOOL SYSTEM? 

Perhaps these are unanswerable or premature questions at 

THIS point, although I DO NOT THINK SO, BUT^ AT ANY RATE, WE 
MUST DEAL WITH THESE ISSUES AT SOME TIME. We CANNOT HAPHAZZARDLY 

move too much further without addressing these concerns. 

This paper attempts to focus on a basic issue. In this 

PAPER I PROPOSE THAT: ThE ChICANO CULTURAL CONCEPT OF "La 

FaMILIA" CONTAINS THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF DIRECTION AND FOUNDATION 

FOR A TRULY HUMAN WAY OF LIFE WHICH WILL ALLOW PEOPLE TO DO 

MORE THAN MERELY SURVIVE. 
O • -7- 
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There is a current saying in our barrios which goes^ 

"POBRE DEL ChICANO^ TAN LEJOS DE DiOS Y TAN CERCA DEL SYSTEMA 

DEL Gringo," (Poor Chicano^ so far from God and so close to 
THE Gringo.) 

The TRUTH OF THE THOUGHT LINGERS LONG AFTER IT IS READ. 

The OPPRESSED conditions IN which our people find themselves 
politically, socially, economically, and mentally, have a 
direct relationship to our dealings with a 5^ystem foreign to 
our cultural way of life, 

In the heat caused by the friction of change in American 

SOCIETY WHERE THE AngLO IS FRANTICALLY SEARCHING FOR A NEW 
WAY OF LIFE, ChICANOS ARE CAUGHT IN THE VACUUM AND, AS A RESULT, 
MANY OF OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CONFUSED INTO THINKING THAT THE 
IDENTITY AND CULTURAL CRISIS OF THE AngLO I^ OUR PERSONAL 

CRISIS ALSO. This is not so! 

TOFFLER IS NOT SPEAKING FOR US WHEN HE IS TALKING ABOUT 
THE "fractured FAMILY" OR THE "STREAMLINED FAMILY" OR THE 




''Bio or Professional Family'' of the future that he writes 
ABOUT in Future Shock* He is giving a Gringo perspective of 

HIS OWN DISINTEGRATING; SOCIETY AT THE HANDS OF A RUNAWAY 
TECHNOLOGY AND HE WANTS US TQ SHARE HIS PARANOIA, HIS GrINGO 
FANTASIES^ HIS GrINGO PERSPECTIVE OF OUR LIVES AND VALUES EVEN 

though he knows nothing about us. 

The Familia is therapy for enduring in an insane society. 
With a wet kiss on the cheek, a three-year-old daughter can 
begin to relieve the pressures of the day. a continued 
insistafice to perform her new trick breaks the tension of the 
day's LABOR. And with a persistent innocence of sitting on 
your lap and looking straight into your eyes> can make the 
outside world disappear, 

One Chicano spoke of la Familia: "Our home was like a 

MIGHTY ROCK IN A STORMY SEA. It WAS FUN TO SWIM AND FIGHT THE 
WAVES. It was also fun TO RF£TURN TO THE ROCK. Ij WAS A 
REMARKABLE ROCK. It COULD EVEN REACH OUT AND PLUCK YOU FROM 
THE SEA AS YOU WERE GOING DOWN." 
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One is not always consciously aware of the nourishment 

THAT WE GET FROM THE FaMILIA. BUT ALWAYS THERE IS A DEFINITE 
VOID WHEN THESE SMALL THINGS ARE MISSING, We HAVE NOT GIVEN 
UP THESE THINGS NOR DO WE NEED TO FOR TOFFLER. OR LUNDBERG> 
WHO IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE FAMILY IS "nEAR THE POINT OF 

extinction/' or Wolf who says/ "The family is dead except for 
the first year or two of child raising/' 

DeSPITF the spiritual, emotional, and BIOLOGICAL NEEDS 
THAT THE FaMILIA HAS PROVIDED FOR THE PEOPLE OF "La RaZA/' 
MUCH HAS BEEN DONE TO GET US TO DROP OUR FaMILIA VALUES AND 
TO ABSORB INTO "AMERICAN MAINSTREAM/' TO ACCULTURATE , OUR 
FaMILIA ties are BLAMED FOR THE "fACT" THAT WE ARE CONFUSED 
AS TO WHICH WAY TO GO IN WhITE SOCIETY, AS WiLLIAM MaDSON " 
INDICATES IN HIS BOOK. ThE MEXICAN AMERICANS OF SOUTHWEST 

Texas. Madson says Chicanos have "lack of goal orientation" 

AND BLAMES TH.3 ON THE FAMILY WAY OF LIFE. CeCILIA HeLLER 

WRITES IN Mexican Youth; "the kind of socialization that 
Mexican American children generally receive at home is not 
conducive to the development of the capacities needed for 



advancement. ..." 

The Familia structure in which the man of the house was 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WELL BEING OF THAT FaMILIA HAS BEEN ATTACKED 

because of a supposed contribution to a culture of dependency^ 
inferiority and inability to deal with authority, 

Again and again judgments and evaluations, "scholarly" 

STUDIES OF OUR "RaZA" HAVE BEEN DONE BY PEOPLE WHO ARE OUTSIDE 
OF OUR CULTURE AND, THEREFORE, WHOSE PREMISES AND CONCLUSIONS 
AND PREDETERMINED AND JUDGED IN COMPARISON TO WhITE VALUES 

AND White perspectives of what is successful and what is 
desirable— in white society. 

Those attitudes and preconceptions and faulty studies are 
used against many of our people. If they buy the education 
system, too often they will buy the fallacy that what is printed 
must be true (otherwise it could not be printed), and therefore 
they read the books about themselves and because the facts of 
conditions and way of life sound familiar, they buy the 
conclusions. 
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In fact^ our Familia has provided the ever constant, 
ever dependable surety for sons and daughters who have wandered 
or lost their way. when he or she is through exploring, experi- 
menting, carousing, punishing people, or is broken by life, he 
can always step back into his home and the home of his family 
to be greeted by his mother who asks, "have you eaten?" or the 
.father who commands, "do you have a place to sleep?" 

And, IF AFTER GATHERING NOURISHMENT AND CONFIDENCE AND 

strength, he decides to try again "outside," he receives the 
benediction of the grandmother as he leaves . 

Should it happen that fights or arguments take place 
before he leaves, they are tempered by an atmosphere of respect 
and dignity which leaves the door open for a return. 

What I am saying, of course, must be qualified ey recog- 
nizing EXCEPTIONS, BUT IT STILL STANDS THAT THE TRADITIONAL 
CULTURAL CONCEPT OF "U FaMILIA" HAS BEEN A STABILIZING ELEMENT 
IN THE LIVES OF THE ChICANOS. -It HAS BEEN THE STENCH OF DECAY 

or THE Anglo way of life v^hich has affected our lives so much^ 

ERIC 



THAT HAS INFECTED SO MANY OF OUR PEOPLE TO THE POINT THAT THEY 
MAY BELIEVE THEY CANNOT GO HOME AGAIN (ToM WoLFE, WHO WROTE 

You can't Go Home Again could not have been a Chicano). We . 

HAVE BEEN AFFECTED AND CONFUSED TO THE POINT WHERE WE BECOME 
HIPPIES^ CONTRIBUTE TO THE DRUG CULT, EMBRACE "lIBERAL" ISSUES 
SUCH AS POLLUTION, BIRTH CONTROL, OR ECOLOGY AS OUR ISSUES, 

While NO system exists without some negative aspects^ and 
the skeptics can easily make great issues out of the flaws, 
the fact remains that there is nowhere else we can comfortably 
turn to for a humanistic life. 

The giving, the sharing, the building together, the 
tolerance or intolerable actions, the faith, the spirit of the 
familia are drawing forces which we cannot easily turn our 
BACKS ON, They are natural things, a part- of us already. 
They are not thought up and forced, such as the hippie move- 
ment FORCED THE LOVE "tHING" TO A POINT THAT IT GENERATED HATE 
AND THEN WAS BURIED IN THE CLOUD OF DRUGS, AND IS NOW TRYING 
TO RESURRECT ITSELF IN THE "JeSUS FreAK" MOVEMENT. 
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We live at a time when the Anglo dominated system is 
being challenged from every level and its vulnerability is 
OBVIOUS. The economic philosophy of free enterprise is cracking, 

THE. SOCIAL STRUCTURE, HEAVY WITH RACIAL HATRED IS CAVING IN, 
POLITICALLY IT IS BEING SLOWLY NEUTRALIZED BY EMERGING NATIONS^ 

SUCH AS IN Latin America, Everyone is looking for something 

MORE STABLE, ThE ANGLO FOR A NEW WAY OF LIFE. ThE BLACK IS 

struggling to 3uild pride in blackness and a cultural identity 
by trying to revive whatever cultural traits they can identify. 
The Indian still fights for mere survival, the Italian-Americans 

ALSO WANT CULTURAL RECOGNITION. ThE JeW IS. ASSERTING HIS 

cultural past, 

Within this picture, the Chicano is perhaps in a much more 

STABLE SITUATION. ChICANO VALUES. :USTOMS, LIFE-STYLES, LANGUAGE 
ARE STILL VERY MUCH A PART OF OUR FaMILIA. 

Our Familia has sheltered many of our cultural traits which 
A foreign system, now deteriorating would still try to break 
down. 
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The Familia values of cooperation, unity, respect, 
dignity and honor of individuals which are traditional, are 

THE FORCES OF "La RaZA" TODAY, 

These attributes have always caused us problems in deal- 
ing WITH THE Anglo who has confused our humility for fear, 
our courtesy for weakness, our respect for inferiority. Yet, 
we have endured and we are prevailing. 

II 

L A-^FANILIA AND TH E DIGNITY OF MAN 

In a world where the Chicano has been punished for using 
his native language, has been ridiculed for his customs, lied 
to about his history, had his values suppressed and been kept 
economically enslaved, the only thing left to him was his 
family and his dignity, corky gonzales expresses it in i am 
JOAQUIN, thusly: 

Yes, 

i have come a long way to nowhere, 
Unwillingly dragged by that 



MONSTROUS, TECHNICAL 
INDUSTRIAL GIANT CALLED 

PROGRESS 
AND Anglo success, . , 

I WATCH MY BROTHERS, 

I SHED TEARS OF SORROW. 

I SOW SEEDS OF HATE. 

I WITHDRAW TO THE SAFETY WITHIN THE 

CIRCLE OF LIFE. . , 

MY OWN PEOPLE. 
Within the family of that people, a dignity and pride 

OF HUMAN WORTH GREW AND WAS NOURISHED. ThIS DIGNITY AND 

pride exhibits itself today in what is known as "machismo," 
This machismo is generally attributed to men, but it is 

ALSO exhibited BY THE WOMEN OF La RaZA. OnE CAN SEE IT 
EASILY IN ChICANA WOMEN WHO ARE ALONE WITH THEIR CHILDREN. 

This dignity and pride is manifested by the way the woman 
carries herself despite humiliation in a welfare line, or 

defending her children from a racist SCHOOL PRINCIPAL WHO 
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STILL PUNISHES ChICANO CHILDREN FOR USING THEIR NATIVE 
LANGUAGE ON SCHOOL GROUNDS; OR FIGHTING TO STAY ALIVE IN 
A COUNTRY WHERE IT IS A SIN TO BE A WOMAN, TO BE A WOMAN 
ALONE, TO BE A WOMAN ALONE WITH CHILDREN, TO BE A ChICANA 
WOMAN ALONE WITH CHILDRENr ThERE IS A CLEANSING, REFRESH- 
ING PRESENCE WHICH IS UNDENIABLE IN ChICANA WOMEN. 

The ULTIMATE MANIFESTATION OF THIS MACHISMO WHICH BOTH 

our women and men have is exhibited in the concern and 
defense of the family at all costs, protection and defense 
of himself and his family at all costs is the test for 
acceptance and respect in his community, 

The Familia ties ponds that demand defense and protection 

HAVE BEEN TRADITIONAL, ' ThEY ARE EXHIBITED IN THE SCHOOL YARD 
BY A BROTHER WHO SEEKS OUT ANOTHER BROTHER "pARA HACERME 
ESQUINA," (to. BACK HIM UP) , FoR THE PROTECTION OF THE DIGNITY 
OF THE MOTHER AND THE SISTER, PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SHOT, MAIMED 
AND BEATEN. OnE MUST BE CAREFUL WHEN TALKING OF ANOTHER'S 
SISTER, WIFE, MOTHER, OnE IS JUDGED HARSHLY ON THE. MANNER 
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in which he cares for his family. • 

Reis Lopez Tijerina spoke of the power of the Familia. 
He compared a chicken which encounters a dog or a snake. 
The chicken vmll squawk, run around, make a fuss and finally 

FLEE FOR SAFETY. NoW WATCH A "gALINA CULECA" (a HEN WITH 
chicks) IN THE SAME SITUATION. ShE WILL HISS, FLUFF OUT HER 
FEATHERS, STRETCH HER NECK AND ATTACK THE THREAT TO HER 
FAMILY. The SNAKE AND THE DOG WHO ARE WISE WILL MOVE ON. 

The 'blood" of la familia is a rinding one and encounters 
to defend the members of that family hav£ seldom wavered. 

Ill 

PER SPECTIVES OF LIFE/DEATH 

Raza as a rule do not commit suicide. The suicide rate 

AMONG THE AnGLO WILL ALWAYS BE HIGHER THAN ChICANOS BECAUSE 

THE Anglo places value on things above life. Material things, 

MONEY, SOCIAL STATUS SEEM TO BE MORE IMPORTANT TO HIM THAN 
LIFE, (At THIS POINT I OPENLY ADMIT A BIAS. I LOOK AT THE 

Anglo from a Chicano perspective, or at least a non-anglo 
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VIEW. My judgment is taken from what I HAVE SEEN AND READ 
AND KNOW FROM LIVING AMONG THE AnGLO . ) 

There is a cartoon of a man being held up by a robber 
and the dialogue goes something like; 
Robber: "Your money or your life" 
Anglo victim: "Take my life, I need my money" 

The cartoon has more than comical dimensions. When the 
Anglo cannot satisfy his material desires or maintain a given 
status, life has little value and can commit suicide more 

READILY. This is why during the stock market crash OF THE 

"30's" people could throw themselves out of apartment windows, 
The Chicano perspective and value of life are clearly 

DIFFERENT. ThE MOST DRAMATIC EXAMPLE IS FOUND IN THE TRADI- 
tional bullfight. 

The bullfight is a ritual, not a sport. (Most Anglos 

DO NOT UNDERSTAND OR APPRECIATE THE DIFFERENCE. ThE COMMON 
CRY IS A PARADOXICAL POSITION WHICH PROTESTS CRUELTY TO 
ANIMALS YET THINK NOTHING OF THE PHYSICAL OR SPIRITUAL CRUELTY 




THEY INFLICT EVERYDAY ON RaZA IN THEIR LOCAL SWEATSHOPS AND 

fields or in public schools,) 

The bullfight is a ritual ceremony in which the "torero" 
man enters the ring to encounter with the forces of life 
represented by the beast^ bull. 

The bull is strong, potent, majestic and carries the 

DARK forces OF DESTRUCTION. He IS RULER OF THE LAND AND ALL 

those who challenge him must be prepared to pay, 

The torero, arrogant, brave, flashy in his suit of 

LIGHTS prepares HIMSELF FOR THE CHALLENGE. THAT AFTERNOON 
AS THE SUN BEGINS TO DESCENT FROM ITS HIGHEST PEAK AND- THE 
SHADOWS OF THE DAY BEGIN TO SPREAD, THE TORERO, MAN PREPARES 
HIMSELF FOR A RENDEZVOUS WITH DEATH. ThAT ENCOUNTER IS THE 
RITUALJ THE CEREMONY TO WHICH THE AFICIONADO (THE SPECTATOR 
WHO IS ALSO A semi-participant) SITS IN JUDGMENT, 

Mans encounter vuth death is the sole purpose of the 
'bullfight, And, it is the manner in which death is faced 
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that is the judgment of the ceremony. 

Death is the only certainty in the encounter between the 

BULL and the MAN> AND THE KEY REASON FOR THE BULLFIGHT IN THE 
FIRST PLACE IS THE PERFORMANCE OF MAN AND BEAST IN THE FACE 
OF DEATH, 

The man is judged in this encounter with death. . If he 

IS BRAVE HE IS APPLAUDED. If HE HAS POISE AND DIGNITY AS HE 

'interacts with the forces the bull represents, he is applauded. 

If at the moment- of truth, that instant in which death 
rushes to meet with man, he shows poise, style he is embraced 
by the people. hpwever, if he behaves sloppy, if he pulls 
away from the bull, if he mistreats the bull unnecessarily, 
he is booed and will dine alone, 

One then is judged for the manner in. which he faces life 

AND behaves in THE FACE OF DEATH. ThIS PHILOSOPHY IS CARRIED 
ON IN EVERYDAY LIFE OF RaZA . 

La RaZA is MORE BLATANT IN ITS ATTITUDES TOWARD DEATH. 



Tkey even designate a holiday in which death is special guest. 
During this holiday, "El dia de los muertos/' (day of the 
dead) the people don skeleton suits and masks of death and 

CELEBRATE MERRILY. ThEY DANCE AND SING AND DRINK AND EAT 
CANDIES MADE IN THE FORM OF SKULLS; AS IF IN DEFIANCE OF THE 
INEVITABLE AND ULTIMATE ACT ALL MUST PERFORM ON EARTH. 

RaZA prizes life and respects it but challenges IT FOR 
THEIR EXISTENCE EACH DAY. ThEY TAKE PRIDE IN THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THEY ENCOUNTER WITH THE FORCES OF LIFE AND THEIR VERY 
EXISTENCE TODAY IS TESTIMONY TO THE STRENGTH OF THE PEOPLE, 
HOj RaZA WILL NEVER DIE AS A SUICIDE VICTIM. ThEY. MAY ENDURE 
BUT WILL NEVER SUI5MIT, It IS NOT THEIR NATURE. 

IV 

LA FAMILIA AND THE CHICANQ fflVEhENT 

The Chicano movement today is being charged by a rebirth 

OF the cultural attributes of our PARENTS. We ARE REEMBRACING 
THE THINGS THAT ONCE MADE US ASHAMED IN WhITE SOCIETY. OUR 
LANGUAGE, OUR MUSIC, OUR COLOR, OUR FOOD, AND ALSO OUR HUMAN- 
ISTIC VALUES, 




The philosophy of tomorrow's movement will not be entirely 
AS before, This is only right. We live in a changing world. 
There are aspects of our parent's world which may not fit today 
(i.e.y male and female roles) but certainly our emerging cultural 

identity AND philosophy WILL NOT GIVE UP THOSE ELEMENTS THAT 
HAVE KEPT US ALIVE TILL NOW, ThE ChICANO MOVEMENT TODAY DOES 
NOT NEED TO LOOK TO REVOLUTIONARY M0DEL3 NOR RADICAL CHANGES 
AND PHILOSOPHIES FOR A HUMANISTIC WAY OF LIFE. FOR A LIFE FREE 
OF RACIAL EXPLOITATION, FREE OF POLLUTION IN GOVERNMENT, SOCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS, AND OUR ENVIRONMENT, WE ONLY NEED TO LOOK WITHIN 
OURSELVES. 

V'-HILE IT IS A DEADLY MISTAKE TO ASSUME THAT TO BE A GOOD 
ChICANO means TO BE POOR, THERE ARE SOME VALID REASONS TO LOOK 
AT THE BARRIO LIFE FOR DIRECTION. ThE BARRIO PRODUCED A WAY 

of life which was essential for survival in the midst of an 
Anglo system that did not understand or tolerate existing 

DIFFERENCES. ThE BARRIO GENERATED THE CONCEPT OF LA FaMILIA. 
WHICH IN MOST CASES WAS AND IS MANIFESTED IN SUBTLE WAYS. 



o 

ERIC 



-28- 



A FRIEND TOLD ME ABOUT HIS fATHER WHEN THEIR FAMILY WAS 

YOUNG. Things were not going well and there was little money 

IN THE HOUSE. BUT EVERY SUNDAY THE WHOLE FAMILY WOULD SIT 
DOWN AT THE DINNER TABLE TO EAT CHICKEN; THE ONLY MEAT FOR THE 
WEEK. 

"My father always ate the chicken necks, He always talked 

OF HOW GOOD they WERE AND HE ALWAYS GOT THE NECKSj I THOUGHT 
NOTHING OF IT AT THE TIME. If HE SiAID HE LIKED THE NECK^ I 
WAS CONTENT AND FREE TO GO GREEDILY AFTER THE BREAST OF THE 
CHICKEN. Ten years later I LEARNED MY FATHER LIKED THE BREAST 
OF CHICKEN ALSO. BuT FOR THOSE SUNDAYS AND ALL THOSE YEARS^ 
HE PURPOSELY LEFT THE BEST MEAT FOR US AND TOOK THE NECKS.,, 

Instantly, I learned a powerful lesson of thf. family and my 

RESPECT for the MAN INTENSIFIED, THOUGH TO THIS DAY I HAVE 
NEVER BEEN ABLE TO TALK ^'0 HIM ABOUT IT, NOR DO I THINK IT IS 
NECESSARY. It WOULD ONLY EMBARRASS US BOTH." 

The BARRIO GENERATED THE RaZA CONCEPT Or La FaMILIA WHICH 
ENGULFED NOT ONLY THE IMMEDIATE "BLOOD" FAMILY BUT ALSO THE 
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RaZA COMMUMITY AS A FAMILY. . 

Around the Familia grew concepts of carnalizmo, Chicanizmo^ 
compadrazgo (co-parenthood or extended family) and the stabi- 
LIZING FORCE OF THE FaMILIA, THE LAND. 

The Familia concept may have been the outgrowth of religious 
influence as well as the. shield against oppressive elements (l.e.^ 

ECONOMIC^ SOCIAL oppression) BUT IT HAS LONG SINCE BEEN A 

cultural trait which dictates that no matter how poor you are^ 
if someone is hungry, you share what little you have. 

This concept concerns itself with the welfare of the 

PEOPLE, RELATIVES AND NEIGHBORS ALIKE. If SOMEONE IS SICK, 
ONE MIGHT BRING A PLATE OF HOT SOUP, SOME FRUIT, YOU MIGHT 
CLEAN THE HOUSE, MAKE FOOD FOR THE CHILDREN, TAKE THE CHILDREN 
TO SLEEP IN YOUR HOME AND PROVIDE COMPANY. NoNE OF THIS IS 
DONE THROUGH AN ORGANIZATION, OR WITH A CHARITY PERSPECTIVE. 
It is DONE BECAUSE IT IS COiYMANDED BY THE LAWS OF HUMAN DECENCY. 

And no one goes home tc count what they gave, or present a bill, ■ 
From the concept of La Familia grew a term common in the 




movement today; carnal or. carnali zmo . a carnal is brother, 
a brother in the closest sense. a carnal shares the common 
experience of being an oppressed human being in the parlor 
of the richest country in the world; of being slighted by 
Anglos because he is sometimes dark-skinned; of being made 

TO FEEL ASHAMED BY THE AnGLO BECAUSE HE SPEAKS WITH AN ACCENT. 
CaRNALES HAVE KNOWN HUNGER > THEY HAVE BEEN SO DOWN THAT THE 
ONLY THINGS THAT KEEP THEM ALIVE IS EL "ORGULLO" (A STUBBORN 
pride). a carnal KNOWS ALIENATION, THE ANGUISH OF BEING TAGGED 
MENTALLY RETARDED BECAUSE HE DOESN'T RELATE AND RESPOND TO 

Gringo images and values. A carnal shares and knows the 
humiliation of having his life undressed by a pretty smiling 
social worker in order to clothe his family. 

But a carnal also knows the release of "Un Grito/' a 

ChICANO YELL AT PACHANGAS, OF THE LIVELINESS OF DANCING RANCHERA, 
OF DRINKING COOL WATER FROM A BURLAP WRAPPED GALLON JUG, OF 
SINGING LAS MANANITAS TO SOMEONE CLOfiE, OF THE TENDERNESS OF 
PLAY WITH THE FAMILY^ OF KNOWING PRIDE AND HUMAN DIGNITY, f'lANY 
UNSPOKEN EXPERIENCES SHARED UNKNOWINGLY, HAVE MADE CARNALES A 



CLOSE Familia of Chicanos that has endured and survived 125 
years of oppression at the hands of a gringo system, 

Those experiences are the force of the Chicano movement 
TODAY. And, if not all people exhibit those qualities of 
familia; if there are politicos that sometimes use our people; 
if there are people who prey on the failings of other people; 

THEY ARE STILL PART OF THE FaMILIA, BECAUSE THE FaMILIA IS 
NOT ALL GOOD AS IT IS NOT ALL BAD. We HAVE MANY "PERDIDOS;" 

(lost ones), People who have not come home yet. They often 
are known as sellouts^ vendidosj tio tacos, etc. l^sainly they 
are perdidos, many of which are finding their ways home more 
easily now because they are discovering that to deny the 
existence of their cultural differences is to deny the exist- 
ENCE OF THEIR PARENTS. If THEY DENY THEIR PARENTS, THEY CAN 
NEVER ESTABLISH A TRUE IDENTITY WITH A PEACE OF MIND, ThEY 
CAN ONLY BE WALKING DEAD. ThE TEMPTATIONS OF MATERIAL GAIN 

AND Anglo acceptance is no longer worth it, nor necessary, 
The compadre extends the Familia concept. Through the 



ERLC 



-33- 



CHILDREN, THE OLDER PEOPLE SOLIDIFY THE FaMILIA AMD PROMOTE 
HUMAN RESPONSIBILITIES AMONG THE COMMUNITY. ThIS CONCEPT 
ALSO MAKES THE TOTAL BARRIO A FamILIA, A NETWORK OF INTER- 
RELATED Familia ties. Any barrio today that has not been 

COMPLETELY D I SOR I ENTED^Y THE URBANIZATION PROCESS, EXHIBITS 
familia qualities. P PADRINO looks closely AFTER THE WELFARE 
OF THE "AhIJADo" (goDSON), HE SUPERVISES, HE COUNSELS, HE 
DISCIPLINES, HE CLOTHES HIM V/HEN POSSIBLE, ThE PADRINO- 
AHI JADO-COMPADRE RELATIONSHIP IS AN ALMOST SACRED RELATION- 
SHIP. A VISITOR IN THESE HOMES WILL ALWAYS BE OFFERED SOME 
NOURISHMENT EVEN IF HE IS A STRANGER— SOME COFFEE, AN INVITA- 
TION TO DINNER, AT'THE VERY LEAST, SOME WATER TO DRINK. ThIS 
FROM THE POOREST HOMES. ThE LESS ONE HAS, THE MORE THEY OFFER 
AND GIVE. To REFUSE THE OFFERING IS TO INSULT THE DIGNITY OF 
THE HOME. It SEEMS THAT THE' LESS ONE OWNS, THE LESS VALUE 
MATERIAL THINGS HAVE, AND THE MORE EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON CONCERN 
FOR OTHER PEOPLE 's COMFORTS 

The ROLE OF self respect and the RESPECT FOR OTHERS IS THE 
HUMANIZING INGREDIENT. ThERE IS A SAYING THAT GOES: "RESPECT 
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fof others and iht rights of others is the basis for peace." 
This respect is a key and consciously built ingredient. 
Children show respect for their parents and their elders, 

parents respect THE GUIDANCE AND INPUT OF THEIR PARENTS. ThEY 
•ADDRESS THEN FORMALLY V/ITH "USTED" INSTEAD OF "tu" A hORE 
FAMILIAR AND PRESUMPTUOUS TERM, ThE AngLO WITH HIS ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE DOES NOT MAKE A DISTINCTION WHEN TALKING ABOUT YOU, 
HIM^ THEM, HER. In THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY 
OF ADDRESSING AND IT NEITHER IMPLIES NOR CONNOTATES RESPECT. 
!t MERELY IDENTIFIES A COLD, STERILE OR IMPERSONAL RELATIONSHIP, 

In the Chicano tradition, all people are addressed with 

THIS respect. a formality which MAY NOT MEAN MUCH TO SOMEONE 
OUTSIDE THE CULTURE, YET A WAY OF LIFE FOR ChICANOS. 

V 

FAr!ILIA VS CHALLENGE. TO AUTHORITY 

There need not be a contradiction between respect for 

PEOPLE and the challenge TO AUTHORITY ELDERS HAVE GAINED THROUGH 
AC-E and EXPERIENCE, OR TO ANY AUTHORITY. ThERE IS DEFINITELY 
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A CHALLENGE TO MAKE AUTHORITY RELEVANT TO PRESENT REALITIES* 
In a RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD ONE MUST ENCOUNTER THOSE ELEMENTS 
OF CHANGE. We SERVE NO ONE IF WE BECOME RIGID IN NOT ADAPTING 
TO CHANGE, ThE CULTURAL ASPECT THAT COMMANDS RESPECT DOES NOT 
MEAN AUTHORITY IS ABSOLUTE^ ESPECIALLY IN A CHANGING WORLD^ BUT 
RESPECT NEED NEVER BE ABSENT FROM ANY RELATIONSHIP. 

• VI 

LA TIERRA SA6RADA 

The other element that plays an important part in the 

LIFE OF THE ChICANO FAMILY IN THE BARRIO IS THE CONCEPT OF 
TERRITORY OR LAND, It IS IN KEEPING A RELATIONSHIP TO NATURE 
OR LIVING WITH THE LAND INSTEAD OF TRYING TO EXPLOIT IT, FOR 
THE FaMILIA^ it IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE A SMALL PIECE OF LAND 
THAT IT CAN GRASP, It SEEMS TO BE THE STABILIZING ELEMENT FOR 
THE FaMILIA^ that IN TURN PROVIDES THE STABILIZING FORCE FOR 

THE PEOPLE, People often talk of their "pedaso de tierrita." 
They speak of the land with gentleness^ the land is referred 

TO AS "la TIERRA SAGRADA" (SACRED EARTH) AND, ON THIS TIERRITAy 
THE ROOTS OF THE FaMILIA DROPS ITS SEEDS AND GROWS, EXPANDS 




AND TAKES NOURISHiMENT FROM THE TIERRA AND THE PLANT OF LIFE. 

THE Familia. This is v-^here the family grows, and cultivates 

HUMAN respect. ThERE. MORE VALUE IS PLACED ON THE LIVING OF' 
A LIFE WITH DIGNITY AND MAINTAINING THE HONOR OF THE FAMILY 
THAN ON MATERIAL GAIN. If A SON EXHIBITS QUALITIES OF RESPECT^ 
HE IS SAID TO BE FROM "BUENA MATA" (a GOOD PLANT), HE HAS BEEN 
RAISED WELL, The LAND IS WORKED WHEN POSSIBLE, AND THE HARVEST 
OF THE LAND REWARDS THE FAMILY SPIRITUALLY AS WELL AS PSYCHO- 
LOGICALLY. The TIERRA STABILIZES THE FaMILIA IN THE SAME WAY 

that one w'-io is intoxicated and feels the world spinning away 
from him searches for the ground to stabilize himself, without 
the earth, it seems certain that one will float away and become 
lost to life. 

The relationship to the land and to the family is a good 
way to identifying the society in which we live. as families 
are. so is society and the attitudes toward the land predict 

SALVATION OR DESTRUCTION OF A NATION. A LOOK AT WhITE SOCIETY 
TODAY CAN GIVE US A GOOD INDICATION OF WHAT ChICANOS MIGHT 
BECOME IF THEY WANT TO BUY INTO THE WAY OF LIFE OF THE AnGLO. 




What began as the manifest destiny mentality, and the 
protestant ethic, at one time also projected the ideals of 
family living along with a decent and desirable economic way 

OF LIFE. But THE IDEAL OF THAT MODEST GOAL HAS BEEN SWALLOWED 
UP BY THE MONSTER SYSTEM OF CONSUMERSHIP WHICH DEMANDS MORE 
FOOD (but not necessarily MORE NUTRITIOUS), MORE PRODUCTION 
(but NOT NECESSARILY MORE QUALITY), FASTER CARS (BUT NOT 

necessarily safer cars), more and bigger bombs (just as 
destructive), wars (not more productive but profitable). Super 
industrialism has taken over and the people involved have little 
choice, they are swept along or they are swept under, few can 
control the pace of that technology. more people have access 
to color t.v's, and two cars and a standard house than anywhere 
else in the world> yet there is a false security and there is 
little peace of mind. 

Vll 

ANGLO ATTITUDES TOWARD THE LAND 

Land was and is looked upon as having a dollar value, It 

WAS supposed to PRODUCE FOR MAN. MaN TOOK THE LIBERTY TO SHAPE 
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IT^ TO FERTILIZE^ TO SPRAY IT TO MAKE IT PRODUCE AND TO OVER- 
PRODUCE, Land was to work for man. Efficiency was the key 

WORD and as technology WAS REFINED, EFFICIENCY WAS IMPROVED 
AND SOON WE HAD COMPUTERIZED NATURE. CaTTLE ' S . WE I GHT^ CHICKEN's 
FEED/WHEAT GROWTH WAS COMPUTERIZED BY MACHINE TO GET THE ULTI- 
MATE PRODUCTION. New words were coined and AGRICULTURE BECAME 
AGRIBUSINESS. A NEW BALANCE OF NATURE, CONTROLLED BY GIANT 
CORPORATIONS OUT OF A HIGH BU ILDING IN NeW YoRK. ThE TIME TO 

sell a cow was not determined by the farmer but by a technician 
a thousand miles away in a suit who fed bits of information into . 
a machine and predetermined that in 15 weeks the cow should . 
weigh so much, then it was time to sell, 

In the process of domesticating and computerizing nature, 
man's indifference tothe land and the delicate balance of 

NATURE WAS UPSET, ThE WATER, THE AIR, AND THE LAND HAVE BEEN 

polluted. Now he is trying to correct his mistakes. Ecology 
is the word of the seventies. but, without a complete change 
in values and attitude toward the land, there can be little 
hope for improving the situation, 
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VIII 

ANGLO ATTITUDE TOWARD FANILY 

As A RESULT OF THE REFINED TECHNOLOGY, LEISURE AND 
MOBILITY HAS BECOME A WAY OF LIFE. COMMUNICATION AND THE 
EASE OF TRANSPORTATION TO MAKE A LIVING FOR THE FAMILY, IN 
ESSENCE, ALL BUT DESTROYED THE (AngLO) FAMILY, AS LUNDBERG 
HAS STATED. 

A FATHER COULD MOVE HIS FAMILY FROM NeW YoRK ONE YEAR, 

■ TO California for two years, and to Chicago the next year. The 
family made few lasting friends. mostlv, there were business 
acquaintences.. His family became, isolated, independent, liberated... 
His family has become autonomous units. The home is primarily 
A base—to sleep, to eat, sometimes. There was the career-. 

MINDED MOTHER, THE SEXUALLY FREE DAUGHTER AND THE REBELLIOUS 
SON. 

The children have grown up unsatisfied with the higher 
standards of living created by their parents for their confort. 
They discard the material things. They want to identify with 
THE Indian—wearing beads and long hair, they started communes 
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IN THE MOUNTAINS OF New MeXICO— BUT THEY DON't WORK NOW. ThEY 
PUT PATCHES ON THEIR PANTS AND GO BAREFOOT LIKE POOR PEOPLES- 
STILL. THEY don't identify WITH POOR PEOPLE. ThEY ARE ALIENATED 
IN THEiR OWN SOCIETY. THEY HAVE NO STABILITY, ThEY LOOK BACK 
FOR SOMETHING TO HOLD ONTO, ThERE IS LITTLE THERE. ThEIR 
ROOTS ARE NON-EXISTENT. ThEIR FAMILIES HAVE JUST MOVED TO 

another suburb for a better job* 

For the Anglo his dynasty is over, and his future is bleak, 
Only the skeleton continues to exist. 

The IMPLICATIONS FOR Chicanos will be what "La Raza" wishes 
and permits them to be. 

IX 

CONCLUSION 

We, as Chicanos live within a harsh reality of an Anglo 
society. The Anglo has lived among us for more than 125 years 

YET HE doesn't KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT US. He USES AnGLO PERSPECTIVE 
TO IDENTIFY US AND HIS PERCEPTIONS ARE OUT OF FOCUS. He USES 
HIS VALUE SYSTEM TO JUDGE US AND WE DO NOT MEET HIS STANDARDS 
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OF ACCEPTANCE. HiS FAULTY PERCEPTIONS AND JUDGMENTS HAVE MADE 
VICTIMS OF OUR PEOPLE AND OUR CULTURE. OUR LANGUAGE^ OUR MUSIC^ 
OUR FOOD, AND OUR HISTORY HAVE EITHER BEEN SUPPRESSED, EXPLOITED 
OR DESTROYED AS A RESULT OF OUR LIVING AMONG HIM. 

It is true THAT THE AnGLO HAS CREATED A SOPHISTICATED 
TECHNOLOGY WHICH HAS BROUGHT ABOUT MANY LUXURIES. AMERICA HAS 
BECOME AN AFFLUENT SOCIETY AND HAS ESTABLISHED A CULTURE OF 
LEISURE. EUT IN THIS PROCESS THE AnGLO HAS ALSO POLLUTED THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND ALIENATED HIS CHILDREN. 

As THE MOTTO GOES: "AnGLO AmER ICA--MURDER, MADNESS, 

SEX... And, the best damn ice cream in the world." 

The family of the Anglo has accurately been described as 
almost dead. 

Chicanos and other peoples are now rising against the 
Gringo system and despite the powers, used to suppress the 

PEOPLE "AND TO "kEEP THEM IN LINE" THEY WILL OVERCOME. ThEY 
CANNOT FAIL. 
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If we look at the'Chicano historically, we know we are 
mestizos; a blend of cultures, european and indian. both at 

ONCE—YET NEITHER, We CANNOT IDENTIFY WITH EUROPEAN VALUES, 
NOR TOTALLY INDIAN LIFESTYLES. We ARE ALSO DIFFERENT FROM THE 

Mexicans. We are a part of a new people (La Nueva Raza)^ with 
an emerging identity and an emerging culture', for too long we 

HAVE BEEN DORMANT--IN THE "FaLL", BUT NOW WE ARE IN THE "PPIMAVERy 

—THE "Spring" of our culture. 

What we are to become, what we are becoming is influenced, 

OF COURSE, by what IS AROUND US. AnD WHAT IS AROUND US IS THE 

Gringo system which has constantly attacked and chipped away 

AT OUR traditional CULTURE, 

We live in a rapidly changing world today and we must be 
prepared to deal with these changes, 

Currently, we are involved in a movement of change: "The 

ChICANO fioVEMENT," ThERE ARE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND EDUCA- 
TIONAL DIMENSIONS TO THTS MOVEMENT. ThE ATTEMPT IS TO DEVELOP 
SOMETHING THAT WILL ADDRESS THE ChICANO EXPERIENCE, 
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There is another aspect to the Chicano movement and that 

IS THE CULTURAL ASPECT OF THE ChICANO. NeW SOUNDS IN NU-SIC 
ARE BEGINNING TO EMERGE, MALO, SaNTANA, AzTECA ARE CURRENT 

groups who are giving direction to that phase of the movement, 
In the Arts, a Chicano expression is being manifest in the 

MURAL PAINTINGS WHICH ARE APPEAR ING • THROUGHOUT AZTLAN, FrESNO, 

San Francisco, Santa Fe, San Antonio, Albuquerque, The Chicano 
experience in the dramatic arts is distinctly emerging in the 

FORM OF DANCE AND TEATROS (THEATRE) . TeATRO CAMPESINO IS A 

leading example of the countless barrio theatres with its 
poignant reflection and social satire of chicano life in an 
Anglo society. 

We are growing and moving as a people and we will not be 
denied a place in this country. to- the contrary, we will 

TRANSFORM THE AnGLO WAY OF LIFE AND IF WE CAN'T THEN WE WILL 
PERISH TOGETHER. BUT IF WE ARE GOING TO AVOID THE PITFALLS OF 

THE Gringo dynasty, we must carefully and consciously be select- 
ing THOSE BASIC ELEMENTS WHICH WE WISH TO LIVE WITH. OUR MUSIC, 
OUR LANGUAGE, OUR FOODS, YES, BUT WHAT ELEMENTS FOR LIVING A 
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LIFE BASED ON HUMANISTIC VALUES? We MUST CONSCIOUSLY SELECT 
AND PROMOTE THOSE ELEMENTS. 

I HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE ChICANO CULTURAL CONCEPT OF 

"La Familia" provides for us a ready-made base from which • 
to build both our emerging identity and a humanistic system, 
Idolizing philosophies of Che^ Pancho Villa, Zapata are for 
the moment. and they serve their purpose. but for the lasting 
and sane foundation for a humanistic way of life> we must 

LOOK TO OUR "FaMILIA." ThE GOALS ARE FOR A FOUNDATION OF 
BROTHERHOOD. A RESPECT FOR PEOPLE. A DEFENSE OF THE FAMILY 
THAT KEEPS US SPIRITUALLY ALIVE AND A COMPATIBLE ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE LAND THAT KEEPS US PHYSICALLY ALIVE. 
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